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‘Success isn’t always about greatness.  It 
is about consistency. Consistent hard 
work leads to success. Greatness will 
come.’ (Dwayne Johnson)

One of the greatest challenges of the 
Summer Term is packing such a variety 
of events into the calendar, both 
inside and outside the classroom.  As 
this was my final term as Headmaster 
at Birchfield, I was determined to 
endeavour to give opportunities to as 
many pupils as possible.

Our Year 8 pupils were very successful 
with nineteen Scholarships and 
Awards, and the Common Entrance 
examinations saw all our pupils being 
awarded places to the schools of 

their choice.  They have certainly 
enjoyed their final term with their 
Leavers’ Experience, and an enhanced 
post examination programme.  I have 
really enjoyed helping to guide them 
through their final journey together 
with my committed staff.

Reading through the weekly Griffin 
newsletters, it is quite breath-taking 
to note the range of activities we 
have undertaken this term from Pre-
Prep through to Year 8.  Our term 
climaxed with various House events, 
a Sports Day blessed with wonderful 
sunshine and marked by a number 
of School records being broken and 
finally our Speech Day celebrating all 

the successes of our school year.  I was 
particularly grateful to Antony Clark, 
Headmaster of Malvern College, who 
gave the address and presented the 
prizes.  

I hope that you as parents have 
enjoyed this term and academic year 
as much as I have, and that you can 
now enjoy a well deserved summer 
holiday with your children.

Floreat Birchfield!

Paul Reynolds

Floreat Birchfield!

HEADMASTER’S REPORT

QUIZ CLUB 
NATIONAL 
GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP
The Area Heats of the National Key Stage 2 General 

Knowledge School Quiz Championship 2017/2018 

were hosted by Birchfield in March. Despite the 

snowy conditions they were well attended and 

closely fought. There were a total of 9 teams from 

Birchfield and local schools competing for a much 

coveted place in the semi-finals. Birchfield’s A team 

emerged victorious despite strong and determined 

opposition, convincingly making it through by a 

margin of 195 points to the semi-finals in Nottingham. 

Bichfield’s B team fared less well but deserve 

commendation for their perseverance and stirling 

effort. On the day, the semi-finals hosted by Bramcote 

Hills Primary school didn’t quite go according to plan 

and by the end we came fifth, with Bramcote Hills the 

winning team. It was a fun and educational event and 

many congratulations to everyone who took part.

Picture: Jacob Ahmed, Gabriel Hartland, Ellen 
Cambidge, Sebastian Parkhouse
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ENGLISH
CREATIVE WRITING
The Creative Writing Competition was open to all 

pupils from Reception Class to Year 8.  This year’s 

theme was ‘Dreams’ and we received a variety of 

responses from creative stories to poetry.  The 

Competition was judged by James Frazer-Andrews, 

the Head of Creative Writing at Shrewsbury School, 

with the winners being announced in our Celebration 

Assembly.   As usual the competition was fierce and 

well done to our worthy winners and runners-up.

Academic News

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION WINNERS

Judged by James Fraser-Andrews from Shrewsbury School

 

CLASS WINNER RUNNER UP

Reception Edward Simkin Rose Bird

Year 1 Nathan Tierney Heidi Wild

Year 2 Arnav Agarwal George Rudd

Year 3 Blythe Bradshaw Ottilie Heath and Fleur Jarvis

Year 4 Freddie Flavell Phoebe Johnston and Amar Gill

Year 5 Angelina Gatcha Darcey Spear

Year 6 William Jones Catherine Clews

Year 7 Pamela Cox Bradshaw Luke Sheldon

Year 8 Oliver Thompson Erin Mathieson

MONCKTON PEN PRIZE OVERALL WINNER: Oliver Thompson

SCIENCE
Another busy term for Science at Birchfield! 

This term Year 6 pupils attended a fascinating Physics 

lecture delivered by Professor David Evans of 

Birmingham University at Malvern College.  Professor 

Evans is heavily involved with the work carried out at 

Cern, using the Large Hadron Collider. His lecture 

about extremes of hot and cold was fascinating. A 

series of Physics, Biology and Chemistry practicals 

followed where the children explored the Science 

behind Bubbles, the Human Senses and various 

chemical reactions. These are the sort of experiments 

that are done at Senior School, so it was satisfying 

to see these activities are the type of practical work 

Birchfield Students are already involved in higher up 

the school.

The year ended with the grounds at Birchfield lending 

themselves to Ecological and Biological studies where 

the pupils really could see Biology in action.

It is the intention of the Science Department to 

organise a trip to Jodrell Bank for the Year 7 pupils 

in the autumn, as part of their studies on space and 

the Solar System.

To top it all, The Friends of Birchfield have donated 

six brand-new Senior School electric microscopes for 

which we are extremely grateful.

YEAR 7 AND 8 VISIT TO 
STRATFORD
Year 7 & 8 pupils had a wonderful opportunity to 

attend an RSC workshop at Stratford-upon-Avon. 

They worked with an Education Associate Practitioner 

exploring the play practically, unlocking language, 

themes and characters through some of the

exploratory games and activities used in the RSC 

rehearsal room.  At the end of the session they 

role-played the story of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ before 

watching the performance.

MATHEMATICS
The final term in the Maths department is always 

quieter due to the summative exams; however, in 

June we entered two teams from Years 5 and 6 

into the National Quiz club heats at St Dominic’s.   

Although neither team qualified for the next round, 

it was a fantastic experience and they worked well 

together, achieving pleasing scores and could hold 

their heads up high.   Regular communication was 

highlighted as a key strength of the winning teams, 

with the shared debating/discussion having a positive 

effect.   As pupils progress through the School, the 

questions they are faced with are presented in a 

variety of different ways. It is therefore important for 

pupils to take a step back and think about what is 

being asked.  Understanding what is being asked in a 

Maths question is half the battle! 

We have been fortunate enough to welcome Chris 

Emery into school this term and he has been able to 

offer the ‘Magical Maths’ after school activity.   This 

has been well received and the pupils are able to 

explore the fun and magical side of Maths in mixed 

age groups. We will continue with the local Maths 

challenges next academic year, the first of which is for 

Year 6 pupils on Friday, 14 September. 
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HISTORY
The Summer Term is always a busy one for the 

History Department.  Year 3 enjoyed a glorious day 

at Tutbury Castle, near Burton upon Trent.  They 

‘met’ Queen Elizabeth I who enlightened them about 

her life as the daughter of Henry VIII and as one of 

England’s most loved Queens who ruled for nearly 

45 years.  Her authentic costume weighed 4 stone 9 

pounds and in the searing temperature of 28 degrees 

she must have been absolutely boiling!

The pupils made their own crowns, learned how to 

curtsey and bow and sketched the castle ruins.

Year 5 immersed themselves in Roman Britain when 

they visited Chester.  They travelled back in time, 

taking on the role of soldiers in the Roman army.  

Holding shields they marched through Chester, led 

by a centurion and were forced to shout ‘sin, sin, sin, 

dex, sin’ (left, left, left, right, left) before arriving at the 

Roman gardens.  Here they were shown how to fight 

and make formations before being marched on to 

the amphitheatre.  

Year 7 had an exciting trip to Warwick Castle where 

they learnt how the castle has evolved over the past 

1,000 years. They discovered how the longbow was 

used, watched a trebuchet being fired, looked at a 

variety of medieval weapons and suits or armour and 

walked up Guys Tower, which is the first tower you 

see when you enter the Castle grounds.  In addition 

they watched a bird of prey display and found out 

how they would have been used for catching food.  

The highlight of the day was the visit to the dungeons.

Year 6 pupils were whisked back to World War I when 

they visited Whittington Barracks.  They discovered 

what life was like for the soldiers in the trenches.  They 

held weapons and wore uniforms from different ranks 

in the army, learning about civil defence, evacuation 

and rationing.  This was a school trip that textbooks 

could never recreate.

Tutbury Castle

Whittington Barracks

Warwick Castle

Tutbury Castle

Tutbury Castle

Dewa Museum, Chester
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MUSIC
This term has seen our singing teacher Mrs 

McConnachie take over the School Choir and we 

have had some excellent commitment and singing 

from the pupils who have signed up for it. We are 

looking forward to attending ‘Young Voices’ with the 

Choir next year as well as getting the pupils out and 

singing as much as possible! 

We had some good results with our latest crop of 

ABRSM music exam candidates all passing their exams 

and we will be wishing the best of luck to those pupils 

taking their own exams next Thursday. 

Reception and Years 1 and 2 performed very well in 

the Pre-Prep music concert with a number of great 

solo performances and some rousing songs from the 

Pre-Prep choir. 

Possibly the musical highlight of the term was the Years 

3 and 4 play. The pupils sang, danced and acted their 

hearts out and put on a truly tremendous show. 

ABRSM MUSIC RESULTS
NAME GRADE INSTRUMENT RESULT

Thomas Corbett Grade 1 Piano Pass

Phoebe Johnston Grade 1 Singing Pass

William Jones Grade 3 Alto Saxophone Pass

Charlotte Ross Prep Test Piano Pass

Libby Ross Grade 1 Clarinet Distinction

Libby Ross Grade 2 Piano Pass

Darcey Spear Grade 2 Piano Pass

Harry Spear Grade 5 Piano Merit

GEOGRAPHY
This term the Year 5s honed their mapping skills on an 

orienteering experience in Carding Mill Valley.  They 

navigated the Shropshire hills and thankfully not one 

child got lost!  They also learnt about the weather and 

climate and carried out an investigation around the 

school to determine why certain areas were warmer 

than others.  
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LEAVERS’ EXPERIENCE

Following half term the Year 8 pupils embark on a series of visits and activities 

that take place outside of the classroom, enabling them to experience challenges 

outside their comfort zone.

They began their programme with a historical work following the Quakers trail in 

Ironbridge.  They then took part in The Ryman Enterprise Challenge where the 

pupils worked on a real life business challenge; creating a careers experience for 

11 – 14 year olds for Kidzania.  The winners performed in front of Theo Paphitis at 

the finals in Telford but sadly did not take home the trophy!

Before embarking on confronting a week in Snowdonia the Year 8s visited the 

Exotic Zoo in Telford.  Their action-packed week in Snowdonia included gorge 

walking, scaling the dizzying heights of Snowdonia in low visibility, building a raft, 

canoeing and swimming in Llanberis Lake.  On their return they enjoyed a morning 

at Bounce Below at Bleanau Ffestiniog and an ice cream at Black Rock Sands.

They climbed The Wrekin three-legged, listened to study and life skill sessions 

given by Mrs Pass and visited the Wolverhampton University Science Park where 

they learnt about the various uses of drones and had the opportunity to drive 

in a Formula 1 simulator.  They spent at day at Stratford upon Avon where in the 

morning they attended a ‘Romeo and Juliet’ workshop and then watched the 

performance in the afternoon.  

As the term drew to a close there were trips to the National Arboretum and 

German war graves in Cannock and trail biking around Cannock.  They visited the 

Old Steelhouse Lane lock Up in Birmingham – a rare chance to see what it was like 

for prisoners in the late 1800s.  In addition Chief Superintendent Jo Clews gave an 

insightful talk.  They visited the Museum of Art and Design in Stratford and finished 

the experience with a fun day at Drayton Manor Park.

A wonderful summer of events and we wish the Year 8s all the very best for the 

future.

OUTWARD BOUND 
AT CONDOVER 
HALL
At the beginning of the Summer Term Year 6 went to 

Condover Hall where they participated in a series of 

indoor and outdoor adventure activities.

Over the three days they built and road tested a 

buggy, climbed and abseiled a ten metre high wall, 

traversed along a series of high ropes, played archery 

tag and carried out a series of initiative exercises.



LAMDA
During LAMDA lessons this year we have seen a diverse programme of work. Year 2 started their LAMDA 

journey with their first verse and prose speaking exam, through musical theatre, and acting examinations 

and ended with Year 8 entering ‘Matilda’ as a group piece. Lauren Chambers tackled the venomous Miss 

Trunchball, Erin Mathieson as Matilda, and Ferrari Catalano as the ever enduring Miss Honey. Watching the 

work produced this year, the imagination, commitment, talent and friendship of the pupils of Birchfield has 

filled me with such pride. 

As I leave Birchfield after nearly 10 years for a new position at Oswestry School, I look back on the 500 

examinations achieved and the buzz for drama that the School has created; a lot has changed. However, 

throughout my time here the one thing that is the constant is the measure of a family feel. A happy, vibrant 

cohort of children, within a pastorally strong School that has allowed the children the comfort and confidence 

to explore growing up, and this was ever evident with their drama classes. Good luck to all the children in their 

future endeavours. Claire Thompson

Registered Charity No. 528417

GREAT OPEN DAY 

Wrekin Open Day:  
Saturday 6th October - 10.30am – 1pm

Register online: www.wrekincollege.com

Wellington 
Shropshire 
TF1 3BH

TOGETHER WE ALL ADD UP TO ONE

Co-educational day and  
boarding school 11-18

Email: admissions@wrekincollege.com 
Tel: 01952 265603

Wrekin-_Openday_185wx125h_Prep_Advert.indd   1 07/09/2018   10:23



ART AND DESIGN
It has been another very exciting year in the Art and 

Design Department with plenty of success stories. Jack 

Thomson in Year 4LY was the winner of a ‘Design an 

Advertisement’ competition held by the ‘Express and 

Star’, putting forward his advertisement for a local 

health and insurance company. Elsewhere, we had 

excellent results in the Shrewsbury School Annual 

Art and Design Competition, winning two out of the 

three categories and having a second and second 

and third place in other categories, outstanding to 

say the least. Harry Spear and Suliaman Ahmad were 

winners, whilst Barnaby Rhodes and Jenson Bridges 

came second with Catherine Clews finishing third. 

The icing on the cake however was the collection of 

Scholarship awards to top public schools. George 

James won an exhibition to The Wrekin and Edward 

Pass and Tom Ross won top Art Scholarships to 

Shrewsbury and Repton respectively.

However, it isn’t all about Scholarships and if you 

take a tour around the Art and Design Department 

today, you will see the excellent array of high quality 

work all of the children have produced this year, work 

recognised by parents as I guide them around on my 

tour of the school as being of outstanding quality. 

The House Art Competition was won by Watson and 

individual winners were Oliver Thompson, Senior, 

Isabel Tierney in the Intermediates and Freddie 

Flavell was the Junior Winner. 

The Pre-Prep enjoyed a day in the Art and Design 

Department, problem solving and creating safe and 

strong stuctures to carry a kilogram in weight. The 

models they made were of course bridges and the 

children had a fun but challenging time learning 

about shape and strength.  

Year 7 had a fantastic Art and History trip to Cornwall 

taking in the Tate Gallery housing a Patrick Heron 

exhibition.  Over at the Barbara Hepworth Museum 

we saw some sculpture work.  Penlee Gallery had 

work from local artists including Stanhobe Forbes 

and Samuel Lamorna Birch.  Trips to the Minack 

Theatre, Pendennis Castle and Tintagel Castle made 

the whole excursion an amazing experience.

 All in all this year we have learned much and 

produced an amazing array of work in a wide range 

of media. Well done everyone and thank you for 

another fantastic year in the Birchfield Art and Design 

Department.

HOUSE ART COMPETITIONS

Junior  Intermediate Senior

1st Freddie Flavell 1st Isabel Tierney 1st Oliver Thompson

2nd Freya Collinge 2nd Thomas Corbett 2nd Fynn Gautier

3rd Phoebe Johnston 3rd William Jones 3rd  Tom Ross  

House  Art  Champions 

1st Watson

2nd Brelades

3rd Brown  

8



9



SPLASH!

Years 3 and 4 annual 
production, ‘Splash!’ took us all 
on a trip of a lifetime; a fantastic 
musical comedy version of 
Noah’s Ark told from the 
animals’ point of view.  Preston 
Parrot was on a mission to save 
his animal friends from the 
greatest flood in history.  When 
no one believed his news, he 
resorted to a little deception 
and arranged a luxury cruise on 
board ‘The Ark’.



SPLASH!

Aboard ‘The Ark’ were a colourful 
crew, including ballroom dancers 

and a band of brutal pirate rats.  
Along the way there was a rock 

and roll party, a kidnap and a 
storm which all added to the 

adventure.  The singing, dancing 
and acting was first class.
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Round-UpPre-Prep 

This Summer Term has been an exciting end to the 

year; whilst maintaining high academic standards 

the pupils have had opportunities to learn and 

apply many skills in and out of the classroom. At the 

beginning of the term pupils visited Kingswood Trust 

where activities included orienteering, developing 

map and compass skills, den building, tree climbing, 

rope trails, leaf scavenger hunts and much more, 

the opportunity to continue our Forest School 

ethos of hands on learning in the outdoors at a new 

environment was successful for all. As we moved 

through the term pupils individual work was rewarded 

with several Headmaster Send ups with many pupils 

achieving personal extra-curricular awards in sport, 

art and music. We ended the first half term with a 

themed Royal Celebration Day; pupils explored 

weddings from other cultures, how to design and 

make wedding cakes and wrote letters to Buckingham 

Palace to congratulate the newlyweds. 

Moving into the second half of the Summer Term we 

started with yet another celebration, the Pre-Prep 

Disco and fun was had by all as we danced the night 

away. The pupils then knuckled down academically 

and even managed to squeeze in a Music Concert, 

putting on a magnificent show of instrumental talents 

including, guitar, piano and voice performances 

both collectively and individually. The following 

week culminated with the Prep Care and Pre Prep 

Sports Day. Pupils excelled themselves physically and 

mentally to sprint, hurdle, jump and throw their way to 

success, with the odd break to give an endearing wave 

to parents and grandparents every now and again! 

The final few weeks saw more excitement with a trip to 

Wild Zoological Park where staff gave expert talks on 

the wildlife in their care, pupils were treated to flying 

bird shows, a lemur and Giant Land tortoise enclosure 

walk through, animal handling which included blue 

tongued skinks, corn snakes, bearded dragons and 

a Burmese python, pupils showed more bravery 

than some staff at this point! The visit was rounded 

off with a quiz and feeding demonstrations with the 

meerkats and otters, a truly educational day. We 

still had time to squeeze in another visit, Strawberry 

Picking at Essington Farm where pupils were able to 

see firsthand the importance of farming sustainability, 

thank you to Mr and Mrs Simkin for inviting us along 

at such a busy time of year. We did not stop there 

though! Taking part in two more themed days, pupils 

explored a range of careers in our Aspirations themed 

Day and finally a Pirates and Mermaids themed day 

where pupils discovered more about pirates and 

discussions regarding myth or reality were continuous 

throughout the day. 

 To round the term off by saying goodbye to our 

Year Two pupils in their Celebration assembly and 

observing rewards given for all the progress made 

both academically and socially at Speech Day has 

made this term one in which all pupils should be 

proud of the efforts they have made. It is now that we 

can take time to reflect on the year in its entirety. Well 

done Pre-Prep, a sterling academic year. 

Mrs Cambidge 
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The 1st XI season has been an impressive one as 

given limited practice time and less fixtures, they have 

played some impressive cricket with some excellent 

wins and some narrow losses in key matches. Year 

7 pupils have stepped up to play at a higher level 

and supported Year 8 in their efforts. Colours 

were closely contested as ever with Luke Bahia and 

Cameron Smith securing Double Colours, and Arthur 

Squire and Esther Hurford awarded their Colours 

for the impact they have had this term. Elsewhere 

on the cricket field, there were notable successes 

for the Colts A, U11 Girls team and both U9 cricket 

teams. Cricket is becoming more and more popular 

at Birchfield and one of the highlights of the term 

was the House Cricket competition with Watson 

winning the Senior and Intermediate events; Brown 

won the Junior event to finish second with Brelades in  

third place.

The girls also continued to enjoy their Rounders.  

The U13 team progressed as the term went on and 

Lauren Chambers captained the side with authority 

and fully deserved her Colours for Rounders. The 

House Rounders event allowed all boys and girls to 

play together for their House with Brown taking the 

trophy this year. 

On the tennis courts, our tennis players were in fine 

form. At Moreton Hall, George and Harry finished 

runners up with Ed and Cameron winning all their 

games before losing a close semi-final. The U13 

girls, U11 boys and girls all won more matches than 

they lost and showed steady improvements both 

in court positioning and teamwork. This acted as 

excellent preparation for Repton where this year 

we surpassed expectations again with some strong 

performances all-round. The ISA tennis tournament 

saw us competing against teams from all over the 

Midlands and our U11 boys and girls both finished 

as runners up in competitions with 16 schools. 

Sporting Review

PRE-PREP SPORTS DAY
Both our Sports Days were held in glorious sunshine with the grounds looking magnificent.  It was lovely 

to watch the Pre-Prep pupils giving of their best and clearly enjoying themselves. 

1st 2nd 3rd

Shot Put Arnav Agarwal Beau Bridges George Rudd

Sophie Davenport Niamh Wordley Freya Johnston

Long Jump Ashton Bishop Beau Bridges Hugo Smith

Niamh Wordley Sophie Davenport Annabelle Heaton

Malvern St James
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BIRCHFIELD SPORTS OSCAS AWARDS

ROUNDERS CRICKET TENNIS
Erin Mathieson George James Jacob Williams

Grace Seedhouse William Western Libby Ross

Natasha Loumidis Alexander Hartland Darcey Spear

Catherine Clews Harry Spear Barnaby Rhodes

Eme Day Edward Pass Suliaman Ahmad

Jason Hodnett William Jones Isabel Tierney

COLOURS

CRICKET ROUNDERS TENNIS ATHLETICS SWIMMING
Luke Bahia (double) Lauren Chambers Edward Pass Cameron Smith Jack Sheldon

Cameron Smith (double) George James Erin Mathieson

Arthur Squire Harry Spear

Esther Hurford Natasha Loumidis

CAPTAINS OF SPORT:

Tennis
George James

Tennis
Edward Pass

Rounders
Lauren Chambers

Cricket
Arthur Squire

ATHLETICS 
SPORTS DAY
The Prep School event saw a considerable number 

of school records broken and the standard of 

competition was simply breath-taking.  The House 

Cup was won by Watson and Athletics Colours were 

awarded to Cameron Smith and Erin Mathieson for 

their outstanding performance on the day.

HOUSE SPORTS
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HOUSE ATHLETICS

SPORTS DAY

GALLERY
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HOUSE RESULTS

HOUSE CRICKET

HOUSE ATHLETICS
1st 2nd 3rd

OVERALL Watson Brown Brelades
  Winners

Victor Ludorum Senior Boys (Year 7 and 8)  Cameron Smith

Victrix Ludorum Senior Girls (Years 7 and 8)  Erin Mathieson

Victor Ludorum Intermediate Boys (Years 5 and 6)  Jacob Williams

Victrix Ludorum Intermediate Girls (Years 5 and 6)  Freya Heath

Victor Ludorum Junior Boys (Years 3 and 4)  Oliver Colton

Victrix Ludorum Junior Girls (Years 3 and 4)  Ottilie Heath

Long Jump Boys Cameron Smith

Long Jump Girls   Erin Mathieson

1500m Cup Boys   Cameron Smith

1500m Cup Girls  Lauren Chambers

Discus Cup   Jack Sheldon

Shot Put Cup   Jack Sheldon

100m Cup Girls   Erin Mathieson

100m Cup Boys   Cameron Smith

OVERALL HOUSE WINNER OF THE 
YEAR – NEWTON CUP

Watson

HOUSE SPORTING TROPHY
Brelades

HOUSE CRICKET
1st 2nd 3rd

Junior Brown Watson Watson

Intermediate Brelades Brown Brelades

Senior Watson Brelades Brown

Overall Watson Brown Brelades

HOUSE SWIMMING WINNERS
U13 Boys Mark Hadley Cup Jack Sheldon

U13 Girls U13 Girls’ Cup Lauren Chambers

U11 Girls U11 Girls’ Cup Catherine Clews

U11 Boys James Marshall Cup William Jones

U9 Girls Junior Girls’ Cup Freya Collinge & Imogen Newbery

U9 Boys 75th Anniversary Cup Freddie Flavell

House Tropy Gwilt Cup Brown

Overall 1st Brown 2nd Brelades 3rd Watson



17

HOUSE ROUNDERS

1st Brelades

2nd Watson

3rd Brown

HOUSE TENNIS

1st Brelades

2nd Brown

3rd Watson

SWIMMING

1st Brown

2nd Brelades

3rd Watson
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FRIENDS OF 
BIRCHFIELD
The Summer Term has been an extremely busy one 

for the Friends of Birchfield organising the School 

Disco, Summer Fête and the Birchfield Summer 

Ball.  With funds raised from the Bonfire Night and 

Christmas Fayre we have been in a position to 

provide the following for the School this year: 2 new 

computers for the ICT Suite, a 3D printer, easels and 

a drying rack for the Art Department; brand new 

playground, wet break and forest school equipment; 

a refurbished Boarders’ Lounge  and Year 8 Common 

Room; re-decorated the Library and Cricket Pavilion; 

new netball posts and rugby post protectors; £500 

worth of extra departmental resources; entry for 

Years 7 and 8 to the Ryman Business Enterprise 

Challenge and arranged and paid for trips to the BBC 

and Kidzania.  The Friends have worked closely with 

both the Enterprise Club and the School Council and 

have found their help and feedback invaluable.

Looking ahead to the next School year we have some 

exciting projects on the horizon and will continue to 

contribute to both academic and sporting areas of 

the curriculum. 

Having served as Chairperson of the Friends for the 

last two years I will be stepping down at the end of 

the term and will take on a different role as Treasurer. I 

will be handing over the reins to Mrs Alex Heath, who 

has been on the Friends Committee for a number of 

years so the team will be in very capable hands. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chair and wish Alex all 

the best in her new role. Mrs Jade Colton

The whole School joined in the Royal Wedding 

Celebrations dressing in red, white and blue to make 

the occasion of the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry 

and Meghan Markle.  The highlight of the day was the 

fabulous Royal Wedding lunch.

ROYAL WEDDING CELEBRATION
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LEAVING US

JOINING US

BEN HOWELLS
Mr Howells 

joined Birchfield 

in January this 

year, originally for 

a couple of weeks 

as part of his 

university degree; 

he obviously did 

not want to leave 

as he stayed 

with us for two terms! A keen hockey player he was 

instantly attracted by the breadth of sport offered 

at Birchfield. His calm and relaxed demeanour 

made him a firm favourite with children of all ages, 

and his willingness to learn new things and take on 

responsibility endeared him to all.  He will be greatly 

missed by staff and pupils alike and we wish him all 

the best in his future career.

HANNAH WOOD
Hannah joined Birchfield in the Summer Term 2016 

taking on the role of a pupil assistant as well as 

assisting with Girls’ Games. Latterly, she has also taught 

Mathematics, her specialism, in addition to assisting 

numerous teachers when the need arose. Her quiet 

manner and sympathetic ear soon earned her the 

confidence of pupils of all ages at Birchfield. Hannah’s 

quiet and fun-loving nature will also be sorely missed 

in the Staff Room too. We wish her every success for 

the future.

PETER NEALE
Peter Neale is the new 

Bursar at Birchfield 

School, having replaced 

David Bone who retired 

at Easter after ten years’ 

dedicated service. For 

the last 16 years Peter 

has worked as Business 

Manager at three different state secondary schools 

in Shropshire and Wolverhampton, and before that 

was a Business Banking Manager at Lloyds Bank. He 

holds an MSc in Educational Leadership and is a 

Fellow of the Institute of School Business Leaders, 

having trained and coached several budding 

school leaders over the years and also recently 

contributed to the newly published ‘School Business  

Manager’s Handbook’. 

Peter, who also has seven years’ experience as a 

Primary School Governor, is married with three 

grown up daughters and has lived in Shropshire 

throughout his life.  He was once County Chairman of 

the Shropshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs.

SCHOLARSHIP, EXHIBITIONS AND AWARDS – 2017/2018

Luke Bahia Sports Scholarship – Wrekin College

Malvernian Society Junior Levick Sports Award – 

Malvern College

Sports Scholarship – Shrewsbury School

Sports Scholarship – Repton School

Fynn Gautier C B Fry Award – Repton School

George James Sports Exhibition and Art Exhibition –  

Wrekin College

William Jones Sports Scholarship and Music Exhibition –  

Wrekin College (11+)

Erin Mathieson Pendle Award – Wrekin College

Edward Pass Art Scholarship – Repton School

C B Fry Award – Repton School

Tom Ross Academic Scholarship and Art Scholarship –  

Wrekin College

Art Scholarship – Shrewsbury School

Jack Sheldon Academic Scholarship – Wrekin College

Cameron Smith Sports Scholarship – Wrekin College

Sports Scholarship – Shrewsbury School

Sport General Scholarship – Millfield School

Sports Scholarship – Rugby School

Sports Scholarship – Malvern College

YEAR 8 LEAVERS - SENIOR SCHOOL DESTINATIONS

Luke Bahia Repton School

Ferrari Catalano Codsall Community High School

Lauren Chambers Codsall Community High School

Alexander Hartland Shrewsbury School

Hermione Heath Wrekin College

George James Wrekin College

Erin Mathieson Wrekin College

Edward Pass Repton School

Tom Ross Shrewsbury School

Jack Sheldon Ellesmere College

Cameron Smith Malvern College

Arthur Squire Repton School

Oliver Thompson Shrewsbury School

William Western Shrewsbury School



To book a personal visit or 
for further details, please 
contact the Registrar:

Tel: 01283 559222 
Email: registrar@repton.org.uk

www.repton.org.uk

See success in action
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